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SPEECH TEXT 

YAB TAN SRI DATO 'HAJI MUHYIDDIN BIN HAJI MOHD YASSIN 

PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA 

ADDITIONAL STEPS FOR  

ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE (PRIHATIN) 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim. 

Assalamualaikum WarahmatullahI Speech and Peace, 

My dear Malaysian brothers and sisters. 

How are you guys doing? 

I hope you are healthy. 

On March 27, I announced the Economic Stimulus Package or PRIHATIN worth RM250 billion. 

I've known it for a while today Aunt Kiah, Mr Mail, Mr Lee, Mr Muthu, Mr Johnny and many more 

were busy reviewing their National Care Aid recipient's eligibility checklist on the website LHDN. 

For those who are eligible, payments are due from today. 

For those who are eligible for help but whose name is not on the LHDN record, you can make a 

new application. It's simple. Use your mobile phone to apply online on the website LHDN. Fill out 

the requested information honestly, press the submit and wait, payments will be transferred in your 

account. For the elderly who are not savvy with their phones, please ask your child or grandchild 

to assist. 

As soon as PRIHATIN was announced, I received a lot of feedback from the public. Many agree 

and welcome the economic stimulus package announced by the government. 

But I also received feedback from the corporate associations Small and Medium as well as small 

or micro businesses that demand government review the benefits, they receive in the economic 

stimulus package 

I received letters, memorandums and views from many quarters. Here including the Small and 

Medium Enterprises Association of Malaysia, the Malay Chamber of Commerce, Malay Economic 

Action Council, the Joint Business Council and Malaysian Chinese Industries, USAHANITA and 

more. In general, the view given is that their business is deeply affected and they are in need of 

additional assistance from the government. 

I realize that SMEs are a major driver of the country's economy. This sector accounting for over 

two-thirds of the total employment in the country and nearly 40 percent to the economy. Therefore, 

it is important that we make sure the SME sector is within reach to remain agile and sustainable in 

the face of economic pressures and challenges that has hit us all this time. 

One of the major challenges facing the business is the cash flow problem that follows the 

implementation of the Movement Control Order. In addition to the SME entrepreneurs too dealing 

with bureaucratic and administrative issues that impede immediate access to the assistance 

provided by the government in the PRIHATIN package. 

In this regard, I have asked the Minister of Finance to hold a holding session with small and simple 

entrepreneurs. The goal is to find solution to the problems they face. On the government's side we 

try help as much as possible. 

As a result of all these efforts, I am pleased to say Announces Additional Steps to Concerned 

Economic Stimulus Packages or ““PRIHATIN TAMBAHAN". The additional package is RM10 
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billion is expected to help ease the financial burden of SMEs and guaranteeing two-thirds of the 

country's total workforce.  

Additional steps taken are: 

• First, the provision for the wage subsidy program announced on 27March will be increased 

from RM5.9 billion to RM13.8 billion, an additional RM7.9 billion. Under this additional 

initiative, companies with local workers earning RM4,000 and below will receive the 

following subsidy assistance: 

- For companies with more than 200 employees, a subsidy of RM600 per worker is maintained. 

However, the maximum number of workers is eligible to receive subsidies will be increased from 

100 to 200 employee. 

- For companies with a workforce of 76 to 200 people, the company will receive a wage subsidy of 

RM800 per employee. 

- Finally, for a company with a large number of employees up to 75 people will receive a wage 

subsidy of up to RM1,200 per employee. Through these improvements, companies will receive 

more benefits and assistance. 

- This assistance is for 3 months and is dedicated to employers who have registered with SSM or 

the local authorities before January 1, 2020 and register with SOCSO (PERKESO). Thus, about 

4.8 million workers are expected to benefit from this initiative. 

- For employers who choose to receive this assistance, they will is required to retain their 

employees for at least 6 months, which is for a period of 3 months upon receiving a wage subsidy 

and 3 months later. 

● Second, create a Special PRIHATIN Grant amounting to RM2.1 billion to all qualified micro SME 

companies. The government will provide Special Grant of RM3,000 for each micro company that 

will employing nearly 700,000 micro SMEs nationwide. Micro SMEs must register with the Inland 

Revenue Board, LHDN to enjoy this convenience. The government will obtain a list of micro SMEs 

eligible from the Local Authorities and Companies Commission Malaysia (SSM) 

In addition, the Government has also called on the lending organization listed below under the The 

Lenders Act 1951(Akta Pemberi Pinjam Wang 1951) that provides credit facilities for imposing a 

moratorium on SME instalment payments for 6 months beginning April 2020, as provided by the 

bank. I hope the organization lenders also sympathize with the difficulties faced by customers and 

together help ease their financial burden. 

In addition to easing the financial burden of SMEs, the Government will also take over several 

initiatives to facilitate SMEs to fully benefit from all the help that has been announced. Some of the 

improvements that will be implemented are: 

● First, abolish the 2% interest rate to 0% for the Micro Credit Scheme amounting to RM500 million 

under the National Savings Bank. Loan scheme easy for this micro company to extend to TEKUN 

National with a maximum loan limit of RM10,000 per company on 0% interest rate. For this 

purpose, a sum of RM200 million will be made provided. Applicants can only choose one of these 

schemes for enabling more traders to enjoy this convenience. 

● Second, exclude rental payments or provide rental discounts for SME retailer of premises owned 

by Government-linked companies. I thank the Federal Government Company such as MARA, 

PETRONAS, PNB, PLUS and UDA and several companies owned by the State Government which 

has agreed to give a discount or not impose rent on their premises specifically for SME tenants. 

On the principle of shared burden, I urge the owners of private premises to provide the same 

convenience by reducing rates rent their premises at least during the Movement Control Order 
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(MCO) period and 3 months after the MCO ends. Owner of a building or business space provide 

a reduction or release of rent to the tenant of the premise’s businesses consisting of small and 

medium enterprises will be provided additional tax deduction equal to the amount of rent reduction 

for April 2020 to June 2020. This additional tax deduction provided subject to conditions of 

reduction of rent, that is at least 30% of the original rental rate for that period. 

● Third, allow 25% reduction in foreign workers' levy payments to all companies whose work permit 

expires April 1 to December 31, 2020. The reduction in levy payments does not apply to maid. I 

also understand the difficulties some employers face for keep the workers in a state of desperation 

at this time. In this regard, the Government has agreed to encourage consultation between 

employers and workers on terms of employment, including payroll deduction options and grant of 

unpaid leave during the MCO period. 

 

Employers and employees can refer to the Department of Labor for employment advice on any 

issues for resolution. Any consultations should be subject to the law on employment in force in this 

country. Most importantly, the rights and welfare of both parties must always defend. 

I also know the difficulties faced by the company in submitting statutory documents to meet the 

requirements of the Companies Commission of Malaysia (SSM) during the MCO period. Therefore, 

the government agreed to grant a moratorium automatically for 30 days from the date of the MCO 

on behalf of the company submitting statutory documents to SSM. 

In addition, the filing period of the company's financial statements is also extended for 3 months 

from the last date of the CPP. This flexibility is given to companies with financial years ending 

September 30 to 31 December 2019. However, companies need to apply for this flexibility from 

SSM and no late delivery fee will be charged upon request. 

My dear brothers and sisters, 

To help SME entrepreneurs understand the initiatives I have announced earlier, I want to give you 

some simple examples. 

The first example is the Lee Beauty Saloon, a micro SME involved in hairdressing business sector. 

The saloon has 2 local workers all of which cost RM4,000 less. The owner of this saloon, Madam 

Lee wants to resumed its business after the MCO expires. By the implementation of all the aid that 

the Government has announced, Madam Lee can receive a three-month wage subsidy of RM7,200 

and a micro-grant for RM3,000. The whole benefit that Madam Lee received will be for RM10,200. 

The second example is Restoran Mi Kolok Hj Salleh in Kuching Sarawak. The restaurant has 5 

local employees earning RM4,000 and 2 foreign workers. To meet the cash flow needs during the 

MCO period, the owner of this restaurant can get as much BSN micro credit loan RM50,000 and 

a subsidy for 5 employees totalling RM18,000. Next, the owner of this restaurant can also enjoy 

the savings from exceptions EPF and HRDF contribution of RM8,400, taxable amount RM5,200, 

foreign workers' levy discount of RM2,300 and electricity bill discount for $ 300. The entire benefits 

are acceptable, not included micro credit loans, amounting to RM34,200 over a 3-month period. 

 

The last example is Surjit Kaur Sdn. Bhd. This company is a small company in the furniture 

manufacturing sector with 15 employees. 5 people are local workers earning RM4,000 and below, 

10 foreign workers and the rest of the local workers earn over RM4,000. To ensure the company 

is able to meet the cash flow needs during the MCO period, Surjit Kaur Sdn can obtain a Special 

Relief Facility (SRF) loan of RM500,000 and wage subsidy amounting to RM18,000. In addition, 

the company can enjoy saving by deducting EPF and HRDF contributions of RM8,400, foreign 

workers' levy discount of RM4,600, Micro CPP tax deferred RM32,700 and electricity bill discount 

of RM100. The whole benefit is acquired by this company, excluding SRF loans, is RM63,800. 
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My dear brothers and sisters, 

To ensure that all PRIHATIN and PRIHATIN TAMBAHAN initiatives are implemented quickly and 

smoothly, a unit HAS been set up at Ministry of Finance. This unit will constantly monitor and report 

progress of implementation of all initiatives to the Minister of Finance and myself. 

To support the delivery of the PRIHATIN initiative, the portal IMSME.COM.MY operated by Credit 

Guarantee Corporation (CGC) with the support of the Central Bank of Malaysia (BNM) is ready to 

accept SME loan applications, as I announced earlier. 

So, in addition to applying for a direct loan from a banking institution, para SME entrepreneurs also 

have the option to apply for loans through the IMSME portal The portal also provides myKNP, 

which is an f advisory service on financing for SMEs. 

Among micro and small enterprises, the Government also considers the impact on start-ups or 

startups where the company's investment resources are affected. Startups are both enablers and 

driving force and it is important to the use of technology and the potential development of human 

capital for set the country towards IR 4.0. Realizing the importance of startups, the Government 

will considered various initiatives to stimulate the sector during the period 

I hope this ADDITIONAL PACKAGE - PRIHATIN TAMBAHAN package will protect your job, while 

ensuring business resilience. At the same time, the Government will continue its prudent financial 

practices and fiscal discipline to ensure the country's financial condition is stable and in control. 

God willing, when the Parliament meets, the government will present Supplementary Bill for all 

economic stimulus packages that has been announced. I assure you that the government is always 

transparent on its budget and all actions taken are based on the provisions the law and the Federal 

Constitution. 

My dear brothers and sisters, 

I know after three weeks my sisters are locked up in the house, feeling overwhelmed by this trial 

by god. For the past three weeks, we have been hindered from doing things that we used to do. 

We left our hobbies, we left our jobs, we miss our friends and family. In short, our livesare very 

different, and sometimes it feels a little burdened. 

I saw on social media that a husband started wearing his wife's “baju Kelawar”. There are thise 

who ride bikes indoors. Some have changed my speech into a song. 

 

I believe this is not a strange occurrence, or a waste of time. This is part of your creativity to get 

rid of boredom of staying at home. 

The important thing is that I think you have their own way of dealing with this trial and tribulation 

by God. And I'm sure God doesn't test or burden us with something we can't cope. Allah Almighty 

says in surah AlBaqarah verse 286: 

ل    ٱ اكل ي   ل    ت ۡاها اسبا اك اما اعاۡليہ او ت ۡا ا ا  ۚناف ام  ۡإ سا ً   ا لل  اه سعا ۡو      

Which means: 

Allah does not treat anyone with what he can do. He will receive the reward of good that he seeks, 

and he also bears sin the crime he committed. 

I'm sure the tribulation brought about by the Covid-19 outbreak is something that can can be borne 

by all of us. Stay strong, strong and vibrant. Rest assured; we will be able to handle this tribulation 

together.  
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To my fellow Malaysians, let us remember that we are inherently resilient, individually capable and 

collectively strong to face these uncertain times. Let us strengthen our resolve and stay committed 

to our fight against Covid-19. Let us stay the course and follow all orders made under the MCO. It 

is difficult, but certainly not impossible. 

This is the sacrifice we are called to make in order to win this war against the deadly virus. Winning 

this war starts in our homes and with our families. We can stop the virus from spreading by staying 

at home and maintaining physical distance. 

Stay strong, stay healthy, InsyaAllah we will succeed. Remember, after the rain, comes the sun. 

And better days will be here again. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all the officers in the frontline continues to carry their duty with 

dedication and our future is in your trust. Thank you to all doctors, nurses, policemen, military 

personnel, immigration, RELA, fire services,JKM staff, NGO volunteers and everyone involved in 

the frontline. 

Thank you to those who always obey the Movement Control Order. Be patient, calm and positive. 

God willing, we will rise again. 

 

Wabillahi al-taufik walhidayah wassalamu’alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. 

  


